The mandate of SCOPE is to assemble, review, and assess the information available on man-made environmental changes and the effects of these changes on man; to assess and evaluate the methodologies of measurement of environmental parameters; to provide an intelligence service on current research; and by the recruitment of the best available scientific information and constructive thinking to establish itself as a corpus of informed advice for the benefit of centres of fundamental research and of organizations and agencies operationally engaged in studies of the environment.
SCOPE is governed by a General Assembly, which meets every three years. Between such meetings its activities are directed by the Executive Committee. 
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Foreword
The development of scientifically sound methodology for the assessment of human health and environmental risks from exposure to chemicals continues to be one of the objectives of the International Programme on Chemical Safety (IPCS). This objective also supports a major IPCS activity, namely: the preparation and dissemination of evaluations of the risks to human health and the environment from exposure to chemicals.
Many chemicals, both man-made and natural, are capable of reacting with DNA, thus having the potential to cause cancer, mutations and adverse reproductive outcomes. The complexity of the field and the rapid development of knowledge related to DNA damage and repair makes it extremely difficult to integrate this information into public health programmes. However, this can be accomplished when research scientists are given an opportunity to discuss their findings with scientists having the responsibility for the assessment and management of human health risks from exposure to genotoxic chemicals. By convening the workshop on "Methods to Assess DNA Damage and Repair: Interspecies Comparison," the Scientific Group on Methodologies for the Safety Evaluation of Chemicals (SGOMSEC) has provided such an opportunity.
The in-depth scientific review made by world leaders in the field will provide much needed guidance to those asked to use the results from studies in experimental animals to assess human health risks. Also, the results of this SGOMSEC activity will assist IPCS in developing further its activities related to the role of biomarkers in the overall process of health risk assessment. The broad objective of SGOMSEC is to contribute to the reduction and prevention of risks caused to humans and non-human targets (ecosystems) by the introduction in the environment in increasing quantities of a large number of natural and man-made chemicals. The specific contribution of SGOMSEC is to assess the methodologies in use for the evaluation of these risks with a view to determine their values, to identify gaps and emerging needs, and to make recommendations for future research. Previous SGOMSEC projects have dealt either with general problems of chemical exposure and effects or with specific issues such as the nonintentional effects of pesticides or the consequences of large chemical accidents.
Volume 8 of SGOMSEC is concerned with a subject basic to chemical risk assessment: DNA damage and repair, taking account of interspecies differences. Many natural and man-made chemicals, as well as some physical agents, may react with DNA and thus produce harmful effect including cancer. However, mammalian species have various defence systems which may overcome the deleterious effects, of these genotoxic agents: metabolic and pharmacokinetic processes, DNA repair mechanisms, immunological processes, etc. This report evaluates current knowledge of the mechanisms of activation/detoxication of DNA damaging agents, organotropic and cell-structure effects, induction and repair of DNA damage, and the molecular and phenotypical analysis of mutation induction This evaluation is presented in seven contributed papers and a joint report which was prepared at a workshop held at the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS), Research Triangle Park, North Carolina, USA in March 1990.
The joint report includes general recommendations aimed at improving research in this field and developing methodologies for genotoxicity testing, taking account of the potentials and limitations of available animal models.
The project was co-chaired by Professors H. M. Lohman of Leiden University and Gerald N. Wogan of MIT. They and the authors of the contributed papers, all experts in their respective fields, are thanked for their participation. We are also most grateful to Robert G. Tardiff (EA Engineering, Science and Technology, Inc., Silver Spring, Maryland) for his part in editing the report.
Special thanks are due to Dr. 
